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Annual  Report,  1896. 

* i 


jlunslef  d^ural  Disltjid  Council. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  HUNSLET 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1896,  appended  to  which 
are  the  Statistical  Tables,  A and  B,  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  Table  C of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

BIRTHS. 

There  have  been  registered  in  the  District  during  the  year,  194 
Births,  104  males  and  90  females,  or  18  less  than  in  the  preceding- 
year  ; the  Sub-registration  District  of  Whitkirk  (including  Temple- 
newsam,  (part  of),  Oulton-c-Woodlesford  and  Thorp  Stapleton) 
contributing  151  and  Middleton  43.  Estimating  the  population  to 
Midsummer  at  6656  this  gives  a birth  rate  of  29T4  per  thousand  : 
that  of  1895  being  32*26.  Of  these  births  7 were  illegitimate,  4 
males  and  3 females. 

DEATHS. 


During  the  corresponding  period  there  have  been  registered  100 
deaths,  48  males  and  52  females.  Of  these  Templenewsam  and  Thorp 
Stapleton  contributed  38,  Oulton-c-Woodlesford  45,  and  Middleton 
17.  This  gives  a Death  rate  of  15  per  thousand,  a very  low  and 
satisfactory  rate  ; that  of  1895  being  18*26  and  the  mean  of  the 
decade  1880-89  being  18. 

O 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  Ages  at  which  death  occurred. 


Deaths  under  1 

year 

31  ) 

Deaths 

over  1 

,,  and  under  5 years 

18  f 

'Deaths 

„ 5 

years  ,,  15  ,, 

2) 

Deaths 

„ 15 

9'~> 

2 ( 

Deaths 

,,  25 

? 5 > •>  65  , , 

25  ( 

Deaths 

, , 65 

and  upwards 

22 

49  under  5 years. 


51  above  5 years. 
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Two  deaths  in  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District  are  included 
in  the  above  returns.  One,  the  daughter  of  a travelling  showman  at 
Oulton,  the  other  a miner  killed  at  Middleton  pit,  resident  in  Hunslet. 
Two  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hunslet  Workhouse  in  persons  belonging 
to  the  District,  aged  7G  and  54  respectively. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  following  are  taken  from  Table  A : — 


Scarlatina  ...  ...  1 

Membranous  Croup  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  6 

Whooping  Cough ...  ...  4 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ) 

Pneumonia  , ...  ...  18 

Pleurisy  ) 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  6 

Injuries  ...  ...  7 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  50 


Total  100 


INFANT  MOPTALITY. 

There  were  registered  31  deaths  in  Children  under  1 year  of  age, 
being  at  the  rate  of  31  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deatls,  15' 9 
per  cent  of  the  Children  born  alive,  and  4‘ 6 per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

The  causes  of  death  were  : Marasmus,  Congenital  debility,  and 
premature  birth,  11  ; Measles,  3;  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  7 (1 
inquest)  ; Convulsions,  2 ; Whooping  Cough,  2 ; Strumous  disease 
of  Bowels,  2 ; Diarrhoea,  2 ; Accidentally  Suffocated,  1 (inquest) 
Pickets,  1.  The.  Infant  Death  Rate  (15*9  per  100  of  the  Children 
born  alive)  is  again  somewhat  high,  that  of  1895  being  15*5,  the  mean 
for  the  decade  1880-89  being  13T  ; the  prevalence  of  Measles  in 
Woodlesford  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  Whooping  Cough  at 
Templenewsam  in  the  Spring  being  to  some  extent  responsible  for  this. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  13  deaths  registered  from  Zymotic  causes  : Scarlatina, 
1 ; Croup,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Measles,  6 ; Whooping  Cough,  4,  Of 


these  Templenewsam  contributed  4 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  ; 
Oulton-c-Woodlesford,  1 Scarlatina,  1 Erysipelas,  and  5 Measles  ; 
Middleton,  1 Croup,  and  1 Measles. 

The  death  rate  from  Zymotic  causes  is  1*9  per  thousand,  that 
for  1895  being  2T  and  the  mean  for  the  decade  1880-89,  2'3. 

There  are  no  deaths  from  Typhoid  or  Diphtheria  registered,  and 
only  one  case  of  Scarlatina. 

T1  rere  were  41  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year,  and  one  (Croup)  unnotified.  Of  these  Templenewsam  contri- 
buted 3 Typhoid  and  2 Erysipelas  ; Oulton-c-Woodlesford,  16  Scarla- 
tina, 2 Typhoid  and  7 Erysipelas  ; Middleton,  5 Scarlatina,  5 Typhoid 
and  1 Erysipelas. 

SCARLATINA. 

Of  the  21  cases  of  Scarlatina,  16  occurred  in  Oulton-c-Woodles- 
ford  (Oulton  6,  Woodlesford  5,  Fleet  5).  One  death  occurred  at 
Oulton,  the  only  fatal  case  in  the  District,  in  a house  where  much 
overcrowding  existed.  One  case  at  Woodlesford,  said  to  be  suffering 
from  Measles,  was  attending  School  until  renal  trouble  set  in,  and 
^his  affords  a typical  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  is 
gpread. 

The  cases  at  Middleton  probably  spread  from  Ilunslet,  where  it 
was  prevalent.  There  has  been  no  epidemic,  the  cases  cropping  up 
at  intervals  during  the  year.  There  were  no  cases  notified  from 
T emplene  wsam. 

TYPHOID. 

Of  the  10  cases  notified,  3 occurred  in  Templenewsam,  2 in 
Oulton-c-Woodlesford,  and  5 in  Middleton.  There  was  not  a single 
death  registered  during  the  year  from  this  cause.  All  the  eases,  with 
one  exception  at  Middleton,  presented  no  special  features,  occurring  at 
intervals  during  the  year  and  wide  apart.  The  Sanitary  arrange- 
ments in  most  cases  were  found  satisfactory,  except  at  Copley  Farm, 
Middleton,  the  insanitary  condition  of  which  I reported  at  the  time. 
The  drainage  of  this  house  has  been  much  impro'ved. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING-  COUGH. 

Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  in 
Oulton-c-Woodlesford,  being  responsible  for  5 deaths,  all  complicated 
with  chest  mischief.  One  death  occurred  in  Middleton  also.  Whoop- 
ing Cough  was  prevalent  in  Templenewsam  during  the  second  quarter 
and  caused  4 deaths. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

Ten  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  and  one  death  was  regis- 
tered from  this,  as  a secondary  cause,  in  a female  aged  68.  Most  of 
the  cases  were  of  a trivial  nature. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

There  were  no  cases  notified,  nor  a single  death  registered  from 
Diphtheria.  One  death  was  registered  from  Croup,  but  not  notified, 
probably  not  being  of  a membranous  nature. 

DIARRHCEA. 

There  was  very  little  Diarrhoea  during  the  year,  2 deaths  only 
being  registered  from  this  cause,  1 aged  30  days,  the  other  I months 
and  both  accompanied  with  convulsions. 

INFLUENZA. 

A few  cases  cropped  up  during  the  year,  but  no  deaths  have 
been  registered. 

INQUESTS. 

Eleven  inquests  were  held,  6 of  the  deaths  being  due  to  injuries 
and  drowning,  and  5 to  natural  causes. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

With  regard  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Waterloo,  l beg  to 
point  out  that  there  is  not  a sufficitnt  supply  of  Water  for  ordinary 
purposes  at  certain  periods  of  the  year.  They  have  complained  on 
several  occasions  of  being  in  want  of  Water,  and  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  some  means  should  be  devised  for  storing  larger  quantities  in 
view  of  the  place  being  occupied.  The  difficulty  of  approach  is  also 
a matter  that  requires  attention.  No  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  question  of  a conjoint  hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  to  parts  of  Middleton  is  still  precarious  in  quantity 
notwithstanding  the  recently  erected  reservoir,  a fact  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  Wakefield  Authority  to  fulfil  its  agreement. 

The  extension  of  the  Water  supply  to  Thorp  Stapleton  was 
sometime  ago  resolved  upon,  though  nothing  yet  has  been  done,  and 
I would  again  urge  the  further  extension  to  Newsam  Green  where 
the  difficulty  of  access,  and  questionable  quality  of  the  present  supply 
render  it  highly  desirable. 

O *J 

The  mains  to  Hermon  Terrace,  Halton,  have  been  laid  during 
the  year. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  necessity  for  a drainage  scheme  for  the  district  of  Middleton 
was  reported  upon  by  me  during  the  year  and  instructions  have  been 
given  to  a competent  Engineer  to  draw  up  Plans  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Council,  with  a view  to  the  settlement  of  this  long  standing 

O O 

question. 

New  works  for  the  treatment  of  the  Halton  sewage,  which  has 
for  some  time  been  unsatisfactory,  have  been  commenced,  and  are 
nearly  completed.  The  Scheme  consists  of  a series  of  Settling  tanks 
with  downward  intermittent  land  filtration.  With  regard  to  the 
drainage  of  Hermon  Terrace,  the  probability  of  extensive  building 
operations  in  this  neighbourhood  render  a postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion necessary. 

There  have  been  101  Nuisances  reported,  92  of  which  have  been 
abated.  Five  samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  have 
been  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  West  Riding  Analyst.  There  has 
been  no  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  the  law. 

The  Overcrowding  which  exists  at  Oulton-c-Woodlesford  is  like- 
ly to  be  modified  by  the  building  operations  in  this  district. 

Along  with  Mr.  Pindar  I attended  as  a delegate,  the  Congress  of 
the  Sanitary  Institute  held  at  Newcastle  in  September,  and  reported 
on  the  proceedings. 

I have  again  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their  con 

O 

tinued  courtesy  and  support  during  the  year. 

(Signed), 

JOSEPH  BUCK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Rothwell , near  Leeds , 

Januury , 1897. 
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Area  in  Acres,  6,583. 
Population  (1831),  6,130. 


Is  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  compulsory  in  the  District  ? Yes.  Since  when  1 1st  January , 1890. 
Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  Sick  of  the  District.  School  House  at  Waterloo,  just  outside  Hunslet 
boundary , situated  in  Ilothwell,  for  Small  Pox  cases  only. 
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APPENDIX  C. 


Annual  Return  to  West  Riding  County  Council. 


Hunslet  ^urai  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Joseph  Buck. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  William  Whitehead. 

Water  Supply — 

Quantity — Adequate,  except  at  Middleton.  Quality — Good. 

Action  on  Lead — None.  Any  Extension  or  Change  during 
1896 — Templenewsam,  4 chains  ; Oulton-c-Woodlesford, 
lo  chains. 


Sewerage — 

O 

System — Ventilation  by  Special  Shafts  to  Lamp  and  Manholes. 
Special  Flushing  Arrangements.  Only  1 flush  chamber. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1896 — Sewer  Extension 
in  Woodlesford,  77  yards. 


Sewage  Disposal — 

Treatment  Adopted  — Oulton-c-Woodlesford  by  Rothwell  ; 
Halton,  by  Tank  and  Land  Filtration  ; Middleton,  by 
Cesspools. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  Privy  Middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by 
Contractors,  or  by  Tenants  ? — Contractors,  3 Contracts. 

Is  the  present  system  satisfactory  ? — Fairly  so. 


Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations.  Date  of  Adoption 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1881),  6th  Nov.  1889 

Infection®  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  | 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  j 

Reo-ulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders 


Not  Adopted. 


21st  Sep.  1887 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  Etc. 

No. 

General  Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(If  any) 

Regis- 

tered 

In- 

spected 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Canal  Boats 

Slaughter  Houses 
Bakehouses 
( Dairies 
< Cowsheds 
( Milkshops 

Offensive  Trades 

none 

55 

55 

5 5 

10 

52 

3 

none 

12 

8 

Satisfactory 

5 

55 

5 5 

55 

■ 

Schemes  before  L.G.B. — None. 

L.G.B.  Inquiries — None. 

L.G.B.  Inspections — None. 

Special  Reports,  number  made  by  M.O.H.  during  1896. — None. 
Births — 

(a)  Number  of  each  sex. — 104  males  and  90  females — 194. 
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(b)  Number  illegitimate  included  in  the  above — 7. 

( c ) Any  information  as  to  still-births — Incomplete. 


Deaths — 

(a)  Number  of  each  sex — 48  males  and  52  females — 100. 

( b ) Number  uncertified — included  in  the  above — None. 


Death  Returns — 

What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  for  non-residents  dying  within 
the  District  ? — See  Table  A. 

Are  any  returns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in 
Public  Institutions,  (Workhouses,  Hospitals,  &c.)  outside 
the  District  ? — See  Table  A. 

Isolation  Hospital — 

Any  action  during  1896  ? No. 

Sanitary  Work — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1896 — 27.  Oulton,  4 ; 

Woodlesford,  10  ; Halton,  9 ; Middleton,  4. 

House  to  House  Inspection  during  1896 — Incomplete  and 
irregular. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1895 — 8.  At  close 
of  1896—17. 

Reported  during  1896 — 101. 

Abated  during  1896 — 92. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — 

O ■ o 

None. 

House  Drainage — 

Number  of  sinks  dis-connected  during  1896 — 4.  Trapped — 


Closets — 

Number  constructed  during  1896 — 31.  Kinds — 9 W.C.’s  ; 22 
Privies,  with  covered  Ashespits, 
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What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters — 

o o 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation  ? — None  reported. 

Overcrowding  ? — 1 . 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food  ? — None.  Prosecutions  ? — None. 

Samples  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ? — 5. 
Prosecutions  ? — None. 

River  Pollution  ? — 

Smoke  Abatement  ? — 1 nuisance  reported,  Abatement  Measures 
on  Trial. 

Workshops  ? — 

Schools  ? — 

Burial  Grounds  ? — 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District  and  Suggestions  of  M.O.H.  ? — 
Water  Supply  to  Thorp  Stapleton  and  Newsam  Green. 

An  adequate  supply  to  Waterloo  Smallpox  Hospital. 

A Drainage  Scheme  for  Middleton. 

O 

A Conjoint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


